U.S. Embassy, Asmara, Eritrea
Security Message for U.S. Citizens: Yemen Travel Warning
April 6, 2015

The United States Embassy in Asmara has received a number of inquiries from U.S. Citizens
regarding the situation in Yemen. Travel.State.Gov contains all the current Travel Warnings,
Travel Alerts, and the Worldwide Cautions issued by the Department of State. Here is the latest
Travel Warning from the Department of State Bureau of Consular Affairs regarding Yemen:

The U.S. Department of State warns U.S. citizens of the high security threat level in Yemen due
to terrorist activities and civil unrest. On February 11, 2015 due to the deteriorating security
situation in Sanaa, the Department of State suspended embassy operations and U.S. Embassy
Sanaa American staff have been relocated out of the country. All consular services, routine
and/or emergency, have been suspended until further notice. The Department urges U.S. citizens
to defer travel to Yemen and those U.S. citizens currently living in Yemen to depart when you
are able to safely do so. This supersedes the Travel Warning for Yemen issued on February 11,
2015.

The level of instability and ongoing threats in Yemen remain severe. There are no plans for a
U.S. government-coordinated evacuation of U.S. citizens at this time. We encourage all U.S.
citizens to shelter in a secure location until they are able to depart safely. U.S. citizens wishing to
depart should do so via commercial transportation options when they become available. Keep
vital records and travel documents close at hand; U.S. citizens should be prepared to depart at a
moment’s notice. The airports are currently closed, but may open unexpectedly; other
unforeseen opportunities to depart may also suddenly arise.

Additionally, some foreign governments may arrange transportation for their nationals and may
be willing to offer assistance to others. There is no guarantee that foreign governments will
assist U.S. citizens in leaving Yemen. U.S. citizens who choose to seek foreign government
assistance in leaving Yemen should only do so if they can safely make their way to the point of
embarkation and have received confirmation that there is space available. Even if assured there
is space aboard transportation, U.S. citizens should be aware that there is no guarantee that they
will be permitted to board the transport, or may have to wait an indefinite period until they can
do so. There is also no guarantee of where travelers will go. For U.S. citizen inquiries, you may
send an email to YEMENEMERGENCYUSC@state.gov.

Terrorist organizations, including Al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), continue to be
active throughout Yemen. The U.S. government remains extremely concerned about possible
attacks on U.S. citizens (whether visiting or residing in Yemen), and U.S. facilities, businesses,
and perceived U.S. and Western interests. In addition, piracy in the Red Sea, Gulf of Aden, and
Indian Ocean is a security threat to maritime activities in the region. See our International
Maritime Piracy Fact Sheet.

U.S. citizens remaining in Yemen despite this Travel Warning should limit nonessential travel
within the country, make their own contingency emergency plans, enroll their presence in
Yemen through the Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP), and provide their current


Travel.State.Gov
YEMENEMERGENCYUSC@state.gov

contact information and next-of-kin or emergency contact information. You may inform the
Department of State of U.S. citizens located in Yemen by visiting https://tfa.state.gov/ccd,
selecting “2015 Yemen Unrest,” and providing as much information as possible. You can also
contact us at 1-888-407-4747 (from the U.S. & Canada), +1-202-501-4444 (from overseas), and
YemenEmergencyUSC@state.gov if you have additional questions or concerns.

For the latest security information, U.S. citizens living and traveling abroad should regularly
monitor the State Department's Bureau of Consular Affairs website where the current Worldwide
Caution, Travel Alerts and Travel Warnings, and Country Specific Information for Yemen can
be found. Up-to-date information on security can also be obtained by calling 1-888-407-4747 toll
free in the United States and Canada or, for callers in other countries, by calling a regular toll
line at 1-202-501-4444. These numbers are available 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern time,
Monday through Friday (except U.S. federal holidays).

We strongly recommend that U.S. citizens traveling to or residing in Eritrea enroll in the
Department of State's Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP) at https://step.state.gov/step/.
STEP enrollment gives you the latest security updates, and makes it easier for the U.S. embassy
or nearest U.S. consulate to contact you in an emergency. If you don't have Internet access,
enroll directly with the nearest U.S. embassy or consulate.

Regularly monitor the State Department's website at http://travel.state.gov, where you can find
current Travel Warnings, (including the Travel Warning for Eritrea if appropriate), Travel Alerts,
and the Worldwide Caution. Read the Country Specific Information for Eritrea at
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/country/eritrea.html. For additional information,
refer to "A Safe Trip Abroad" on the State Department's website.

Contact the U.S. embassy or consulate for up-to-date information on travel restrictions. You can
also call 1-888-407-4747 toll-free from within the United States and Canada, or 1-202-501-4444
from other countries. These numbers are available from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time,
Monday through Friday (except U.S. federal holidays). Follow us on Twitter at
https://mobile.twitter.com/travelgov and Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/travelgov. You
can also download our free Smart Traveler App, available through iTunes and the Android
market, to have travel information at your fingertips.

The U.S. Embassy in Asmara is located at Alaa Street 179, P.O. Box 211, Asmara, Eritrea. The
telephone number is (291) 1-12-00-04. The web site for the Embassy is
http://eritrea.usembassy.gov/. For after-hours emergencies involving U.S. citizens in Eritrea,
contact the Embassy’s Duty Officer at (291) 1-12-00-04.
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